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Heathenism, a book which, although written more than twenty years 
ago, is still regarded as a standard work. The book under review may 
be looked upon as a continuation of this last-named book. Indeed, 
the author tells us in the introduction that his latest book is the fulfil- 
ment of a desire on his own part, as also of a wish often expressed to 
him by his friends, that he might continue to treat other periods of 
church history as he had treated the first three centuries. The subject 
he has chosen allows him to touch upon all of the important move- 
ments of mediaeval Christianity, in so far as they have a bearing on the 
German people, and so the book might with equal propriety be called 
a history of German Christianity during the Middle Ages. To write a 
book of less than 350 pages on so vast a subject, giving due emphasis 
to movements that are of particular importance, noticing others but 
slightly that are of secondary worth, and leaving out altogether such 
as are not needful for a condensed historical survey, this is certainly a 
difficult task. Dr. Uhlhorn has done this, and has done it admirably. 
Subjects like the following are treated at some length : "The Intro- 
duction of Christianity into Germany ; " " The Organization of the 
Roman Church; " "The Conflict of the German Emperor with the 
Papacy ; " " The Doctrinal Errors of the Roman Church ; " " Evan- 
gelical Protests and German Mysticism." The clear and simple style 
of the book will add much to its popularity, and the careful, dis- 
criminating statements in the treatment of great Catholic teachers will 
please both Protestant and Catholic readers. — A. J. Ramaker. 

Geschichte und Dogmatik. Eine erkenntnistheoretische Untersu- 
chung. Von Dr. Ernst Vowinckel. (Leipzig : A. Deichert'sche Verlags- 
buchhandlung, 1898; pp. in; M. 1.60.) In five short chapters the 
author discusses "the foundation of the mental sciences," "the analysis 
of the perceiving subject," "the apprehension of history," "theological 
thinking," and "idea and history" — in difficult German and without 
the usual German coherency of thought. He considers that the effort 
for "unitariness" of knowledge (Erkennen) is more strenuous than 
ever, and that this is grounded in the nature of mind and its his- 
tory (one might reply to him that philosophic interest has passed 
away from the epistemological problem), and makes the claim that 
this "unitariness" of knowledge begins in theology. Add to this his 
other thought, theology mediates between the ideal and the historical, 
and one has his point of view. — Christ the Vitalizing Principle of Christian 
Theology. An Address delivered upon the occasion of his inauguration 
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as Roosevelt Professor of Systematic Theology in the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York. By Rev. William Adams Brown, 
M.A. (New York : Wm. C. Martin Printing House, 1898; pp.40.) 
A system of theology is not a " law-regulating belief," but a " confes- 
sion of faith." This is not to make doctrine subjective and arbitrary, 
for Christian experience has its origin in objective Christian revelation. 
But if theology represents Christian experience and confesses the 
Christian faith, its center must be Christ. There are three different 
senses in which the word "Christ" may be used: first, the risen 
Christ, as distinct from the historic Jesus ; second, the historic Jesus ; 
the third " refuses to choose between the historic Jesus and the living 
Christ." Each of these positions is unfolded, and the truth and error 
in each suggestively pointed out. The author makes an able plea 
for the application of the christological principle, not only in a 
system as a whole, but in each individual doctrine. " To see in 
Christ the key to all truth, present as well as past, to grasp him in his 
relation, not to the historic creed alone, but to the great ideas of our 
time ; to use these ideas, not as masters, but as servants, not conforming 
Christ to them, but transforming them by Christ; and so to make con- 
fession of him in words which all men can understand — this is surely 
to realize the ideal of Christian theology, to render highest service 
both to the church and to the world." The author's ability and schol- 
arship, together with his spirit and point of view, promise much for the 
advancement of theology in our time. — Christian Rationalism. Essays 
on Matters in Debate between Faith and Unbelief. By J. H. Rylance, 
D.D. (Published at the Bible House, New York : Thomas Whittaker, 
1898; pp. 220.) This book is written in an untechnical and homi- 
letical style. There are six of these essays, treating of free thought, 
reason and faith, inspiration and infallibility, the racking doubt, 
existing dissensions between science and religion, and a historic foot- 
hold for faith. The author is " liberal," without any marked departure 
from orthodoxy. Indeed, the traditional and the independent are sug- 
gestively combined in his thought. The point of view of the book 
may be inferred from his quotation from Bishop Butler : " Reason is 
the only faculty we have wherewith to judge of anything, even revela- 
tion itself." The book may be profitably read by anyone who seeks 
a popular presentation of the old, yet ever new, problem of the relation 
between knowledge and faith, science and religion, philosophy and 
theology. — George B. Foster. 



